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LATFOR lawyer: There’s nothing non-partisan about it

by Jimmy Vielkind

February 28, 2012

BROOKLYN — “Do any of the parties have any proposed maps?” U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann, just named by a three-judge panel as special master in charge of New York’s redistricting process, asked.

There was silence in the courtroom. Attorneys representing each partisan half of LATFOR, the joint legislative task force charged with the once-a-decade process of drawing lines for the Senate, Assembly and Congress, mumbled that their clients were close to a proposal, but no, there would be no official plan.

Mann wanted maps by Wednesday. She’s been tasked with drawing 27 congressional districts by March 12. If not maps, Mann said, then perhaps access to the demographic data that LATFOR keeps?

She was hoping for a quick path to it, without asking lawyers. Was there a non-partisan staff person on LATFOR, perhaps, that her clerk could call?

“There’s no non-partisan person,” said David Lewis, an attorney for Senate Republicans. “LATFOR’s not constituted as an independent entity in the sense that there is some non-partisan overseer.”

Well then. Something we all knew, but interesting to hear a legislative attorney admit, on the record, in open court.
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